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FROM LOW 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: RH, PDEV, PINT 

SUBJECT: RHODESIA: SAG VIEWS AS EXPRESSED BY ITS 
SALISBURY REP 

1 . LOW AND BOWDLER HAD LENGTHY INFORMAL CONVERSATION 
WITH SAG/SALISBURY REP DANIEL OLIVIR, MONDAY NIGHT, 

JAN. 9. OLIVIER HAD BEEN PRESENT AT MORNING BOTHA/ 

CARVER CONVERSATION AND HAS YEARS OF EXPERIENCE IN 
RHODESIA. HE ALSO SERVED FOUR YEARS IN WASHINGTON. 

WE BELIEVE HIM TO BE WELL REGARDED WITHIN THE SAG AND 
AN ABLE AND DEPENDABLE OBSERVER IN SALISBURY. 

2. OLIVIER DID NOT HIDE HIS DISAPPOINTMENT WITH 

THE MORNING MEETING AND PARTICULARLY WITH BOTHA'S 
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IRRELEVANT AND TIME- WASTING RAMBLINGS. MORE THAN 
THAT, HE INDICATED HE DID NOT AGREE WITH BOTHA’S 
ASSESSMENT THAT A WAR FOLLOWING AN INTERNAL 
SETTLEMENT WILL ONLY LAST NINE MONTHS. HE WAS 
FULLY AWARE OF THE CONSEQUENCES WHICH WOULD FOLLOW 
FROM NKOMO'S NEED TO STEP UP MILITARY ACTION; 

RHODESIA'S INEVITABLE RESPONSE OF ATTACKS INTO 
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ZAMBIA; RADICALIZATION OF LEADERSHIP; DIVISIONS WITHIN 
AFRICA; AND THE WHOLE SET OF EVENTS WHICH WOULD BE 
SET IN MOTION HARMFUL TO OUR INTERESTS. 

3. OLIVIER IS RETURNING TO SALISBURY TUESDAY, IAN. 10. 

HE MUSED OVER WHAT HE WOULD SAY TO SMITH ON THE OCCASION 
OF HIS FIRST MEETING LATER IN THE WEEK. HE SAID HE 
INTENDED TO URGE THAT AS THE SALISBURY TALKS PROCEED 
ON CONSTITUTIONAL MATTERS, THEY REMAIN WITHIN THE 
CONTEXT OF THE ANGLO-AMERICAN PROPOSAL. FURTHERMORE, 

HE WOULD RECOMMEND THAT IF AGREEMENT WERE REACHED ON 
CONSTITUTIONAL MATTERS, THERE BE A PAUSE IN THE TALKS IN 
SALISBURY TO SEE WHETHER THE UK/US NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE 
PATRIOTIC FRONT CAN AGREE ON A SATISFACTORY (IMPARTIAL) 
ARRANGEMENT FOR THE TRANSITION PERIOD. WE SAID WE 
THOUGHT THAT SUCH AN APPROACH WAS SOUND AND COULD 
BE HELPFUL TO OUR EFFORT. 

4. OLIVIER URGED AS RAPID PROGRESS AS POSSIBLE 
ON OUR INITIATIVE WHICH HE SEEMS TO BELIEVE 
PROVIDES THE ONLY REAL CHANCE FOR A NEGOTIATED 
SOLUTION. WHEN WE REVIEWED THE NEXT STEPS WITH HIM, 

HE SEEMED SURPRISED BY OUR EXPECTATION OF AN EARLY 
MEETING WITH THE PATRIOTIC FRONT. THE SOUTH AFRICANS 
APPARENTLY HAD NOT UNDERSTOOD US DURING THE MORNING 
CARVER MEETING WHEN WE MENTIONED THE OWEN INVITATION 
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TO THE PATRIOTIC FRONT. HE SEEMED TO FEEL THIS WAS 
A POSITIVE STEP. 

5. COMMENT: WE BELIEVE OLIVIER’S VIEWS REPRESENT 
THOSE OF THE PROFESSIONALS IN THE SAG FOREIGN SERVICE, 
PERHAPS GOING AS HIGH AS BRAND FOURIE, BUT WE ARE 
UNDER NO ILLUSIONS THAT THESE PEOPLE CAN PREVAIL OVER 
BOTHA'S DESIRE TO BE MUCH MORE SUPPORTIVE OF THE 
SALISBURY TALKS.BOWDLER 
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